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the means of increasing and aggravating it without
bounds and beyond remedy. If presents, which when
they are given were unlawful, can afterwards be le-
galized by an application of them to the Company's
service, no sufferer can even resort to a remedial
process at law for his own relief. The moment he
attempts to sue, the money may be paid into the
Company's treasury; it is then lawfully taken, and
the party is non-suited.

The Company itself must suffer extremely in the
whole order and regularity of their public accounts,
if the idea upon which Mr. Hastings justifies the
taking of these presents receives the smallest coun-
tenance. On his principles, the same sum may be-
come private property or public, at the pleasure of
the receiver; it is in his power, Mr. Hastings says,
to conceal it forever.* He certainly has it in his
power not only to keep it back and bring it forward
at his own times, but even to shift and reverse the
relations in the accounts (as Mr. Hastings has done)
in what manner and proportion seems good to him,
and to make himself alternately debtor or creditor
for the same sums.

Of this irregularity Mr. Hastings himself appears
in some degree sensible. He conceives it possible
that his transactions of this nature may to the Court
of Directors seem unsatisfactory. He, however, puts
it hypothetically: " If to you," says he, " who are ac-
customed to view business in an official and regular
light, they should appear unprecedented, if not im*
proper." f He just conceives it possible that in an

* Vide Mr, Hastings'fl Letter of 16 December, 1782, in Appeadbt
B. No. 6.
t Vide Appendix B, No, 6*